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Despite the ubiquity of surveillance in contemporary lives, the association of surveillance with 
dystopic representations has made it difficult to see how other kinds of writing represent and interpret 
surveillance. In Don’t Let Me Be Lonely: An American Lyric (2004) and Citizen: An American 
Lyric (2014), however, Claudia Rankine has considered how surveillance and counter-surveillance 
have shaped culture and politics in the post-9/11 period. In these books Rankine shows that the 
“citizenship” of African Americans in the United States consists of a confused conjunction: on the 
one hand invisibility or even social death, and on the other hand the hypervisibility produced through 
contemporary regimes of social control. This paper shows how Rankine’s work links together 
post-9/11 security paranoia, the “neighborhood watch” that killed Trayvon Martin, and the racial 
microaggressions in Rankine’s own experience, driving always at the moments that insistently turn 
“recognition” from empathetic identification into surveillant oversight. In response, Rankine insists 
that hers is an American lyric, and has recourse to hyper-canonical ideas of modern statehood like 
voting and citizenship. This approach, however, which emphasizes civic virtue and the virtue of 
civics, also demands a well-formed political subject capable of reflexive self-government, which 
plays strangely against Rankine’s intensive interrogation of personal pronouns, in which she writes at 
length about the lacunae that exist within and between concepts like “I” “we,” and, particularly, 
“you.” In this paper I will propose that Rankine's pronoun work can be understood as a reflection on 
the proximity of contemporary surveillance society to civil society, and how, particularly for 
racialized citizens, the demand for representation is merging, increasingly indissolubly, with the 
injunction to appear. 
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